Project Information Sheet

Environmental and Social Impact
Assessment studies commence
Preliminary Field Studies

Continued consultation with local
landholders and key stakeholders
Field studies continue

« Finalise EIS for submission and public
exhibition
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What you told us

Figure 1 highlights what residents and local businesses
identified as some of the key potential issues/impacts
associated with the Project. These have been grouped
into a number of key impact themes.

The most commonly raised concerns identified by the
Lue community related to noise (social amenity),
property value and water supply. Concerns about air
quality (social amenity), lifestyle change and issues
relating to lead were also commonly raised. The
proximity of the proposed mine development to the
Lue community was also frequently noted.
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Figure 1 Perceived Community Issues/Impacts
Note: multiple responses allowed



Issues & Opportunities
In detail...

The following sections provide more detail on the top
seven issues identified. Quotes obtained through
consultation have been used to highlight community
views and perspectives where relevant Further detail
on the other issues raised will be documented in the
final SIA report.

Noise - Social Amenity

Noise was one of the main concerns, particularly for
those residents that had moved to Lue to enjoy a rural
lifestyle — particularly the peace and quiet of a rural
environment.

“Noise is what drives
people out of communities”
“It's very quiet out here,
especially at night”

“You can hear a cow sneeze
at night, it's so quiet”

Property Values

Some community members were concerned that the
value of their property would be reduced as a result of
the presence of the mine in the area, making their
homes more difficult to sell. Some residents
highlighted other mining developments, as examples
of communities which had suffered as a result of the
presence of mining projects e.g. Wollar.

“Keep the village, don't end up
like Wollar where some people
are stuck and can't sell”

“We don't want to end up with stranded
assets where everyone wants to leave
and no one wants to buy”

However, others felt that property prices in the area
may increase due to greater demand for housing in
the area.

. . . LT oY
s 0. ¥ e e
e . ‘_-" 1

”Increased property pr:tes are &;':‘J' o

gpad for some not others”\ 4t o1y

_ = ."“Emplo ment will brmg* W
5 ¢ gl |

people'mto thearea @ =+

.u (qpa;ﬁa,;e in real. eﬁtate),

Proximity to Lue

Other residents felt the Mine Site was being proposed
too close to the village of Lue and there was not a
sufficient buffer zone to reduce project impacts on the
town.



Water

There was concern amongst community members that
the Project would use an excessive amount of water
with uncertainty regarding access and use of water for
the Project. The potential for contamination to
domestic bores and local waterways was also raised in
relation to water quality and impacts on ground and
surface water levels. Some residents suggested that
the Mine could potentially provide water supply for the
village in times of drought.

“Where are they
getting the water?”

“We are worried about
impacts to the creek”

Water sampling

Air Quality — Social Amenity

Impacts on air quality were also frequently cited in
relation to potential operational activities, including
blasting. The impact of dust on health was also noted.
Dust exposure was a particular concern in relation to
long-term health.

“Dust after you blast is my only
concern from a health point of view”

“The wind blows from the
west which is right across us”

Air quality monitoring



Sense of Community:
Lifestyle - Change in Way of Life
A number of community members described Lue as a

small town with a diverse population, where people
trusted and supported one another.

“We like Lue the way it is”

“Don't change it, we came

here for this quiet lifestyle”

A number of residents explained that they had chosen
to move to the area as it offered a particular lifestyle, or
was an excellent place to raise a family or retire.
Consequently, there were concerns that a new
operational mine would change the sense of

community of Lue as new people moved to the area to
take up employment.

“A mine will change the village
whether we like it or not”

“We are a diverse and
prosperous community
without the mine”

“The Project should inject money
into the pub and school”

Lead

Many stakeholders were concerned that lead would
contaminate the air and water, in turn affecting soil
and water quality.

“Any slight amount of
risk is far too much”

“We're concerned about
prevailing winds and potential
for lead contamination in soil
and tank water supplies”

“Any detectable lead
will ruin our business”
“People won't enrol their

children in the school, no
school equals no village”
Residents were very concerned about the impacts of

exposure to lead as a result of the project and the
subsequent impacts on human health.

In this regard, many residents questioned if it would be
safe to live in proximity to the proposed mine.




Your say on perceived
Project benefits and
costs

At the time of consultation, the majority of people
interviewed (59%) felt that the costs of the Project
outweighed the benefits largely due to concern

regarding environmental impacts outlined in Figure 2.

“The short term gain does not
outweigh the benefits”

“There are no benefits
for us, only the mine”
“The level of impact is too
high for the area, it's not a

compatible or sustainable
land use”

When asked what would be the benefits of the Project
(if any)? Those interviewed identified the following:

* Employment;

» Local business growth;

» Population growth;

« Community investment and contributions;
* Road upgrades; and

* Increased property values.

Children
For Life

Lue Public School

Community Values
and Assets

As part of the interview process we asked community
residents to describe what they valued about their
community. The village’s sense of community/
cohesion, the natural environment and the peace and
quiet and serenity were descriptions that were

frequently noted, as illustrated in the following quotes:
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Lue Hotel

“If push comes to shove you
can rely on people here”

“We pull together when we
need to. We can call anyone if
we need a chat or help”

“It's quiet and peaceful, a
beautiful little place”

Those interviewed were also asked to identify the key
strengths and assets of Lue. In this regard, it was
highlighted that the:

Lue Public School is:

“Central to the community - if we
lose it, we lose the town”

Lue Hotel is a:

“Key gathering point for the
community”

Lue Community Hall:

“We'd love to see more activities”
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Figure 2 Key Assets of Lue



Your say on
Community Needs

Community residents were also asked to identify what
were their aspirations for Lue. The following word
cloud highlights the main things noted with a shop for
the village most frequently raised.

A number of people also indicated that they didn't
need anything.
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“We don't want
anything, we have
everything we need”

“We are self-sufficient, we
don't want or need the mine”

Engagement,
communication and
trust in the process

Residents requested open and honest communication,
with the majority of those consulted outlining that the
newsletters were an effective means of
communication.
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Figure 3 Information and Engagement Preferences

Participants were happy to share their thoughts and
concerns about the Project and welcomed
involvement in the SIA program. However, they also
expressed a lack of trust in the Government
development approval process generally. In this regard
it was felt that in previous projects, community
members had not had the opportunity to raise
concerns or have these issues appropriately addressed.

“How will Bowdens Silver
make the Project work when
others haven't?”

Community Open Day ‘l



Where to from here?

The issues/impacts identified through our consultation
to date with local Lue residents/landholders will now
be used to inform the environmental studies and the
SIA program. As noted a range of specialist
environmental studies are being undertaken to inform
Bowdens Silver’s Project planning and mine design. As
these studies are completed, we would like the
opportunity to share the outcomes of these with you
and to further discuss the strategies that will be used
to manage any predicted negative impacts associated
with the Project and to enhance the positive impacts at
a local and regional level.

It is anticipated that the next round of consultation will
occur in the coming months and will involve a number
of collaborative assessment forums focused on key
issues identified by the community; with Lue
residents/landholders and other key stakeholders
invited to attend. If you are interested in being
involved in these forums then please let us know.

Feedback

As noted, this information sheet has been developed
to summarise local Lue community sentiment on the
Project to date and to ensure that we better
understand local community issues in relation to the
Project at this stage of the Project. If you feel that we
have not reflected these issues accurately or if you
would like to know more about the project or to
discuss any aspects of the environmental and social
impact studies that are underway with members of the
Project team, please contact either Blake or Narelle on
the contact details below. Bowdens Silver continues to
have an ‘open door’policy in relation to meeting with
local residents and interested stakeholders, so please
don't hesitate to get in touch.

Further detail on Bowdens Silver and its key
environmental and social policies can also be found at:

www.bowdenssilver.com.au
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